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became known at Whitehall but a summons came for
his instant attendance at the Council of State. The
hours went by and he did not return. His friends
remembered young Scot's boast, and gathered in alarm.
Ashley Cooper tried to take his seat in the Council-
chamber, but found it locked and guarded. Mrs. Monk
hammered on the door and cried frantically to her
husband, but not a sound came back. In despair she
retired to her apartments^ and it was past two before
she was relieved by her husband's reappearance. Then
it was only for a moment. To his friends' dismay he
briefly told them that at daybreak the city was to be
occupied, and then refusing to listen to any one went
to bed. His paymasters had ordered him to coerce
those on whom all his hopes depended, and he was
going to obey.

The movement was punctually carried out, and no
sooner were the guards set and the troops at their
quarters than Monk, in accordance with his instruc-
tions, sent for a number of the leading citizens and
placed them under arrest. This done, to the amaze-
ment of his officers, he ordered them to remove the city
gates and portcullises, and the post and chains by which
the streets were barricaded. In vain they protested, in
vain his most devoted followers tendered their com-
missions. His only reply was to order the subordinate
officers to do the work of their superiors. Of so astound-
ing a piece of obedience no one knew what to think.
The common soldiers were inclined to look upon it as
a joke; the officers were in despair. At last a deputa-
tion of the Corporation waited on him to expostulate,
and promise that if he would desist the Common Council
test. It was late at night when the vote of defianceen clone better.    The imrne-
